everyone who works in Radiology, PACS is a new technology that is growing in importance at an astounding rate. This rising profile is due to the promises of PACS to lower costs, and increase both quality and efficiency in Radiology. Because it is relatively new, the technology of PACS is unfamiliar to most newcomers, and can be extremely intimidating. In this talk we introduce PACS not from a technology perspective, but from the radiology practice perspective, which should be quite familiar to most in attendance. The practice perspective is a very important one, since PACS may be viewed as a new tool to do an old job (albeit better, more efficiently and at lower cost). Unfortunately, practice issues are often overshadowed by discussions of megabytes, megabits/second, ATM, JPEG, and nits.
that even in Radiology, a PACS is but one of several systems necessary to manage the practice. The relationship of Radiology systems with Institutional electronic clinical practice systems will be discussed. The bulk of the presentation will cover the functional components of electronic radiology practice systems, including examination order, acquisition, quality control, interpretation, archiving, and distribution.
Through this presentation of technical fundamentals and their relationship to Radiology and Clinical practice, we shall provide the background necessary to first understand practice needs, and then begin discussing possible solutions with system vendors.
